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Church Giving Increases Again. 


PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS 


For 31 years, beginning in 1920, these statistics 
were prepared by the United Stewardship Council 
and known as United Stewardship Council Statistics 
of Giving. January 1, 1951 The United Stewardship 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States and Canada united with seven other national 
councils to form the “National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Four other interdenominational bodies also united. 
The Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevo- 
lence is the successor of the United Stewardship 
Council. On September 1, 1951, The Rev. T. K. 
Thompson became Executive Director with office at 
297 Fourth Ave., New York, succeeding Dr. Harry 
S. Myers who had been Secretary and prepared these 
statistics since the fall of 1921. 


COOPERATION OF COMMUNIONS 


, During the first years the number of commun- 
ions reporting was 18, but during recent years fifty 
have reported. These statistics are taken from offi- 
cially signed reports made by the communion official 
responsible for statistics. There are still some strange 
items. The National Baptists Inc. could not report 
any contributions to Congregational Expenses and so 
their total contributions and their per member figures 
are in error. Some communions that had intended 
to repert this year have not been able to get their 
report in time for this issue. 


LARGEST REPORTED CONTRIBUTIONS 


The contributions reported on page 2 are 70 mil- 
lion larger than last year, a gain of over 6%. The 
total this year is $1,207, 808, 308. This is not Become 
for by some sudden spurt somewhere but by a steady 
annual increase since 1936. The growth is due to in- 
creased income, better methods of church finance, 
better promotion, increased practise of Stewardship, 
the Every Member Canvas, and a better motivation 
for giving. 

If the contributions of Roman Catholics, Jews 
and about 200 small protestant communions were 
available, the total probably would exceed $2,000,- 
000,000. 


PER MEMBER GIVING 


The membership increased 11% during the year 
under review. The per member contributions in- 
creased almost 5%, and stands at $32.07 as shown on 
page 3. The chart on page 1 shows the comparative 
giving for 21 years. The report for 1930 included a 
part of the boom year 1929 and a part of the de- 
pression of 1930. The per member giving was $23.37. 
In 1935 after four years of depression it dropped to 
$12.10. In 1946 it was $13.35. In 1945, $16.17. In 1950, 
$30.55. In 1951 $32.07. This is for ‘the fiscal years 
shown in the last column on page 2. This report 
shows a per member giving for Foreign Missions 
that is 4 cents less in the United States and 29 cents 
more in Canada than the preceding report. The aver- 
age for all is a decrease of 2 cents. It is pitiable that 
we give sc little for foreign missions, which is the 
giving that has done so much to bring peace and 
understanding among the peoples of the world. 


SMALL COMMUNIONS 


The small communions are much more closely 
knit than the large ones. Some of them emphasize 
tithing much more than any large group, although 
they do not make tithing a condition of membership, 
but it is so emphasized that those who do not tithe 
feel uncomfortable. A larger proportion of the mem- 


bers of small communions contrbute than is true of 
larger ones. 

Two communions that I have known rather in- 
timately reported recently that less than one half 
of the members made any contribution of record for 
congregational expenses and less than one third con- 
tributed to Benevolences. The communions that give 
most per member are in this order (see page 3) : 


Free Methodist, Seventh Day Adventist, Wesley- 
an Methodist, Church of the Nazarene, Brethren in 
Christ, each of which is reported herein as giving 
more than $10@ per member. There is a Free Metho- 
dist church less-than 500 feet from our home. The 
church to which we belong is in the opposite direc- 
tion, a little more than a block. The Free Methodists 
in this church contributed $350 per member during 
the last fiscal year. At the Conference held here in 
July it was reported as the church with largest per 
member contributions. This amount is ten times the 
average for ali the communions and six times the 
amount of our church which is almost five times as 
large. 


INFLATION 


During these years our income has increased 
from $50,000,000,000 in 1935, to almost $250 biliion in 
1951. The amounts we pay for clothes, food, shelter, 
taxes, jewelry, amusements, gum, candy, alcchul, to- 
bacco, building homes, furnishing them has also in- 
creased. An advertisement of a nationaily known 
firm recently said this increase was 48.3%. lf our 
gifts had increased as our income has increased in- 
stead of $32.07 per member we would have given 
$00.50 per member. When a dollar was worth 100 
cents it would do a certain amount of work in our 
local church and our missions. Not now. We have 
greatly increased giving but only increased work 
done by a very smiail percent. 


In spite of the difficulties under which churches 
work, the constantly shiiting membership, secularism, 
increased cost of everything, the communions have 
made a notable advance in these last few years. We 
need to take heart and work harder. Our Steward- 
ship promotion is taking e(flect. 


DEFINITIONS 


These statistics are furnished by national offi- 
cials of the religious bodies reporting. 
Budget Benevolence includes contributions from liv- 
ing donors to the benevolent budget of the denomina- 
tion as determined by the proper authority. 


Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the 
work of the denomination reporting as may be re- 
ported to denominational headquarters. 


Other Benevolences are contributions for various 
benevolences not in the denominational list, and in- 
cludes only a small part of what is actually contrib- 
uted, because only what is reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters is included here. 


Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 


Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including 
building funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary—any- 
thing that is for the local church. 


Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence , 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Many denominations divide the membership into 
two classes: Those younger than thirteen, and those 
thirteen and older. We use the former figure where 
available, but in some cases use the total member- 
ship where the division is not made. 


(Formerly known as The United Stewardship Council Statistics of Giving) me ; Ss a 
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Church Giving Increases Again 


PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS 


For 31 years, beginning in 1920, these statistics 
were prepared by the United Stewardship Council 
and known as United Stewardship Council Statistics 
of Giving. January 1, 1951 The United Stewardship 
Council of ‘the Churches of Christ in the United 
States and Canada united with seven other national 
councils to form the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Four other interdenominational bodies also united. 
The Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevo- 
lence is the successor of the United Stewardship 
Council. On September 1, 1951, The Rev. T. K. 
Thompson became Executive Director with office at 
297 Fourth Ave., New York, succeeding Dr. Harry 
S. Myers who had been Secretary and prepared these 
statistics since the fall of 1921. 


COOPERATION OF COMMUNIONS 


During the first years the number of commun- 
ions reporting was 18, but during recent years fifty 
have reported. These statistics are taken from offi- 
cially signed reports made by the communion official 
responsible for statistics. There are still some strange 
items. The National Baptists Inc. could not report 
any contributions to Congregational Expenses and so 
their total contributions and their per member figures 
are in error, Some communions that had intended 
to repcrt this year have not been able to get their 
report in time for this issue. 


LARGEST REPORTED CONTRIBUTIONS 


The contributions reported on page 2 are 70 mil- 
lion larger than last year, a gain of over 67. The 
total this year is $1,207, RUB, 308. ‘his is not accounted 
for by some sudden spurt somewhere but by a steady 
annual increase since 1936. The growth is due to in- 
creased income, better methods of church finance, 
better promotion, increased practise of Stewardship, 
the Every Member Canvas, and a better motivation 
for giving. 

If the contributions of Roman Catholics, Jews 
and about 200 small protestant communions were 
available, the total probably would exceed $2,0U0,- 
000,000. 


PER MEMBER GIVING 


The membership increased 11% during the year 
under review. The per member contributions in- 
creased almost 5%, and stands at $32.07 as shown on 
page 3. The chart on page 1 shows the comparative 
giving for 21 years. The report for 1930 included a 
part of the boom year 1929 and a part of the de- 
pression of 1930. The per member giving was $23.37. 
In 1935 after four years of depression it dropped to 
$12.10. In 1940 it was $13.35. In 1945, $16.17. In 1950, 
$30.55. In 1951 $32.07. ‘This is for the fiscal years 
shown in the last column on page 2. This report 
shows a per member giving for Foreign Missions 
that is 4 cents less in the United States and 29 cents 
more in Canada than the preceding report. The aver- 
age for all is a decrease of 2 cents, It is pitiable that 
we give so little for foreign missions, which is the 
giving that has done so much to bring peace and 
understanding among the peoples of the world. 


SMALL COMMUNIONS 


The small communions are much more closely 
knit than the large ones. Some of them emphasize 
tithing much more than any large group, although 
they do not make tithing a condition of membership, 
but it is so emphasized that those who do not tithe 
feel uncomfortable. A larger proportion of the mem- 


bers of small communions contrbute than is true of 
larger ones. 

_. Two communions that I have known rather in- 
timately reported recently that less than one half 
of the members made any contribution of record for 
congregational expenses and less than one third con- 
tributed to Benevolences. The communions that give 
most per member are in this order (see page 3): 


Free Methodist, Seventh Day Adventist, Wesley- 
an Methodist, Church of the Nazarene, Brethren in 
Christ, each of which i is reported herein as giving 
more than $10@ per member. There is a Free Metho- 
dist church less than 500 feet from our home. The 
church to which we belong is in the opposite direc- 
tion, a little more than a block. The Free Methodists 
in this church contributed $350 per member during 
the last fiscal year. At the Conference held here in 
July it was reported as the church with largest per 
member contributions. This amount is ten times the 
average for ali the communions and six times the 
amount of our church which is almost five times as 
large. 


INFLATION 


During these years our income has increased 
from $50,000,000,000 in 1935, to almost $250 billion in 
1951. The amounts we pay for clothes, food, shelter, 
taxes, jewelry, amusements, gum, candy, alcohol, to- 
bacco, building homes, furnishing them has also in- 
creased. An advertisement of a nationaily known 
firm recently said this increase was 48.3%. lf our 
gifts had increased as our income has increased in- 
stead of $32.07 per member we would have given 
$60.50 per member. When a dollar was worth 100 
cents it would do a certain amount of work in our 
local church and our missions. Not now. We have 
greatly increased giving but only increased work 
done by a very smail percent. 


In spite of the difficulties under whi churches 
work, the constantly shifting membership, secularism, 
increased cost of everything, the communions have 
made a notable advance in these last few years. We 
need to take heart and work harder. Our Steward- 
ship promotion is taking eftect. 


DEFINITIONS 


These statistics are furnished by national offi- 
cials of the religious bodies reporting. 
Budget Benevolence includes contributions from liv- 
ing donors to the benevolent budget of the denomina- 
tion as determined by the proper authority. 


Denomunational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the 
work of the denomination reporting as may be re- 
ported to denominational headquarters. 


Other Benevolences are contributions for various 
benevolences not in the denominational list, and in- 
cludes only a small part cf what is actually contrib- 
uted, because only what is reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters is included here. 


Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 


Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including 
building funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary—any- 
thing that is for the local church, 


Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Many denominations divide the membership into 
two classes: Those younger than thirteen, and those 
thirteen and older. We use the former figure where 
available, but in some cases use the total member- 
ship where the division is not made. 


FORTY-SEVEN Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States report total contributions of $1,286,- 
633,160 for all purposes, compared with a total of $1,166,- 
443,648 reported a year earlier, an over-all gain of 10.3 per 
cent. 

Congregational expenses amounted to $1,036,832,082 
in the 45 religious bodies reporting this item, a gain of 
$102,452,271, or 11 per cent, over the figure given a year 
earlier. 

Total benevolences amounted to $249,801,078 in 47 
denominations, a gain of $17,737,241, or 7.6 per cent, over 
the previous annual figure compiled. 

Total contributions were $34.32 per capita, compared 
with $32.33 a year ago, a gain of $1.99 per member per 
year, or 6.1 per cent over the previous year, in the 47 denom- 
inations reporting. 

The per capita gain in benevolences for the 47 reporting 
denominations was, however, only from $6.43 to $6.66, or 
23 cents per member per year. 

For foreign missions, one of the items in benevolences, 
the gain was only from $1.31 per capita to $1.34, or 3 cents 
per person per year. 


CANADIAN FIGURES 


For six religious bodies in Canada, total contributions 
were $59,301,870, compared with $56,107,961, a revised 
figure for a year earlier, a gain of $3,193,909, or 5.7 per cent. 

In Canada, giving for congregational expenses increased 
7.5 per cent over the previous year, while for total benevo- 
lences the gain was 2.6 per cent. 

The per capita giving in Canada was $26.45 in total 
contributions, an increase of $1.27 per member per year 
over the previous report. Per capita giving for congregational 
expenses went up from $15.92 per year to $17.01, a gain of 
$1.09, while for total benevolences the gain was only from 
$9.26 per capita to $9.44, or 18 cents per member per year. 

For foreign missions, the members of Canadian churches 
gave $1.68 per capita, compared with $1.63, or a gain of 
5 cents in the year. 

For details, see the tables below, presenting data com- 
piled by the Central Department of Research and Survey of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
for the Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence. 


GIVING AND INFLATION 


For the purpose of answering at least partly certain 
questions that continually arise concerning the effect of defla- 
tion and inflation on giving, a special study has been made, 
comparing the trend in total giving in 15 Protestant denom- 
inations* that have reported every year for every year since 
1921 with the trend of church membership reported in these 
15 bodies. 

A comparison of the two trends, shown graphically in 
chart one, reveals that between 1926 and 1934 the reported 
church membership increased slightly, while from 1930 to 
1934 the total giving considerably decreased. 

From 1934 to 1952 church membership gradually 
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CHART ONE 


increased, while total gifts for all purposes went up much 
more rapidly than the membership. The trends show graph- 
ically the common knowledge that there has been an infla- 
tion, particularly since 1940. 

Another way of studying the matter has been to com- 
pare the trend in per capita gifts for all purposes in these 15 
denominations with the trend in the consumer price index 
(all items) as compiled by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
for persons with moderate incomes in large cities of the 
United States. This is one of the recognized indices of the 
cost of living in the United States. It is not known, for ex- 
ample, whether the same trends apply to small cities, towns, 
and to rural areas or not, because there is no statistical index 
available for these. 

In the consumer price index, the levels of the years 


“The fifteen denominations included in the comparative study are as follows: 


Baptist: American Convention 
Baptist: Southern Convention 
Brethren: Church of the Brethren 
Congregational Christian 


Disciples of Christ 
Evangelical and Reformed 


Lutheran: United 


Evangelical United Brethren 


Methodist: Methodist Church 

Moravian: Moravian Church 
(Northern Province ) 

Presbyterian: U. S. 


Presbyterian: U.S. A. 
Presbyterian: United 
Protestant Episcopal 
Reformed in America 
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1935-39 are taken as 100. The annual per capita gifts for 
the years 1935-39, averaging $12.94, was also regarded as 
100. 

Comparison of trends is given in chart two and shows, 
for example, that per capita giving since about 1947 has 
increased at a more rapid rate than the consumer price index. 

In general, it appears that in most years sinee 1934 the 
trend of per capita giving has been in the same direction as 
the consumer price index. 

Between 1930 and 1934 per capita giving dropped more 
rapidly than the cost of living. 


SOURCES 


All figures on giving here reported are those received 
from officials of the denominations. The current report is 
the 32nd of a series, begun by the United Stewardship Counc- 
cil. The United Stewardship Council was one of the agencies 
merged in 1950 to form the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. The Joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence of the National Council is the successor to 
the United Stewardship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of 
the religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all 
bodies can only be estimated, and no estimate has been made 
during the past few years. It was estimated by F. Emerson 
Andrews of the Russell Sage Foundation in his book, Philan- 
thropic Giving, that churches in 1949 received about half of 
the total philanthropic giving in the U.S.A., almost $1,900,- 
000,000 out of a total of almost $4,000,000,000 given for 
all purposes to education, charity and religion. 


DEFINITIONS 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of 
the religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as de- 
termined by the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the work of 
the denomination reporting as may be reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters. 

Other Benevolences are-contributions for various be- 
nevolences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because only 
what is reported to denominational headquarters is included 
here. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary—anything that is for 
the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,’ 
interchangeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by 
use of the figure on membership furnished by the official 
reporting the data on giving. This official was asked to sup- 
ply a figure of membership, 13 years of age and over. In 
some instances, the reporting official reported or estimated 
membership 13 years of age and over, and in other instances, 
the figure was “inclusive” or “total membership,” larger than 
the number 13 years of age and over. 

Also, the figures on giving are gathered at a different 
time than the compilation of church membership by the 
Central Department of Research and Survey. Thus consid- 
erable confusion has resulted from publication of both sets 
of figures. Because of all of these considerations, the total 
of the membership stated by the official reporting figures on 
giving has been posted in the office records, but it is not 
published in this report. 


SOME PER CAPITA GIFTS—ALL PURPOSES 


_ The fourteen denominations reporting the highest per 
capita giving for all purposes are given, in order of rank, as 
follows: 


> 


are used 


INDEX | ce ee ] are ee 
vao| COMPARISON OF PER CAPITA GIVING” 


AND CONSUMERS’ PRICE INDEX 


Arie 1920 tHRovor 1951 4 


(1935 -1939 = 100) 


INDEX OF PER CAPITA GIVING - “All Purposes 
@-@--@ CONSUMERS’ PRICE INDEX 
| 
| 
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| 
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80 ie ees ene 
1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 
SOURCES: MONTHLY LABOR REVIEW, August 1952, p.243 

Giets oF PrRotestANt Reticious Bopies, 1921-1951 15 DENOMINATIONS, dy Hany S Myers 
Note: Per Capita data was converted into INDEX form with 1935-1939=|00 


CHART TWO 

Religious Body Per Capita Gift 
t2 Pree: Methodist 2060. eee $194.79 
2. seventh Day Adventist cj.21sc2scs.cntete ne $158.00 
3. Wesleyan Methodist: 2... es. teen $142.21 
4. Brethren in Christ \.c.cci:.c4.: eee $124.31 
5. Church of the Nazarene: 22:Uh..c....,...0: $111.76 
6. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite... $ 92.59 
7. Friends, Ohio Yearly Meeting (Damascus) $ 88.37 
8: Orthodox’ Presbyterian (2722.0... $ 87.68 
9. United Brethren in Christ ...................... $ 77.91 
10. Brethren Church (Progressive) .............. $7723! 
11. Presbyterian Church in the U.S. ............ $ 66.19 
12. Reformed Church in America ................ $ 62.90 
13. Evangelical Congregational .................... $ 62.36 
14. United Evangelical Lutheran .................. $ 56.80 


The median per capita is $46.21 in the 47 denomina- 
tions reporting. 


The distribution of per capita gifts is as follows: 


less than $10 2 denominations 60-69 .......... 3 denominations 
10-19 1 denomination 10=]9 eee 2 denominations 
DO O-2 Oar ree 4 denominations 80-89 .......... 2 denominations 
30-30 sees 8 denominations 90-100 ........ 1 denomination 
40-49) on eee 14 denominations 100 plus ...... 5 denominations 
JO0=59 ae Ie ————————E——SSSS SS 

‘Total eee 47 denominations 


PER CAPITA GIFTS FOR BENEVOLENCES 
The fourteen denominations reporting the highest per 
capita gift for benevolences, in the order of rank, are as 
follows: 


Religious Body Benevolence per capita 
1) Seventh Day Adventist 2-0 $131.00 
2. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite 
Churchvcaie sae eee $ 70.18 
Free) Methodist 2.44)» eee $ 53.90 
Brethren.in, Christ) eee eee $ 50.39 


3 
4 
5. Pentecostal Fire Baptized Holiness .... $ 
6. Friends, Ohio Yearly Meeting 
(Damascus)! ee ee eee $ 
da Mentionite: Giurch wean ates eee eee $ 
8; WesleyanmNMethodista: yaa nme $ 
9. Brethren Church (Progressive) ........ $ 
10. General Conference Mennonite 
Chiirch ei ngs a ee eer $ 21.62 
11. Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........ $ 
12. Church of the Nazarene .................. $ 
$ 
$ 


14. Presbyterian Church in the U.S. ...... 
Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S. A. 
Wee by the Dept. of Publication and Distribution 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 


Copyright 1952, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 


FoRTY-SEVEN Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States report total contributions of $1,286,- 
633,160 for all purposes, compared with a total of $1,166,- 
443,648 reported a year earlier, an over-all gain of 10.3 per 
cent. 

Congregational expenses amounted to $1,036,832,082 
in the 45 religious bodies reporting this item, a gain of 
$102,452,271, or 11 per cent, over the figure given a year 
earlier. 

Total benevolences amounted to $249,801,078 in 47 
denominations, a gain of $17,737,241, or 7.6 per cent, over 
the previous annual figure compiled. 

Total contributions were $34.32 per capita, compared 
with $32.33 a year ago, a gain of $1.99 per member per 
year, or 6.1 per cent over the previous year, in the 47 denom- 
inations reporting. 

The per capita gain in benevolences for the 47 reporting 
denominations was, however, only from $6.43 to $6.66, or 
23 cents per member per year. 

For foreign missions, one of the items in benevolences, 
the gain was only from $1.31 per capita to $1.34, or 3 cents 
per person per year. 


CANADIAN FIGURES 


For six religious bodies in Canada, total contributions 
were $59,301,870, compared with $56,107,961, a revised 
figure for a year earlier, a gain of $3,193,909, or 5.7 per cent. 

In Canada, giving for congregational expenses increased 
7.5 per cent over the previous year, while for total benevo- 
lences the gain was 2.6 per cent. 

The per capita giving in Canada was $26.45 in total 
contributions, an increase of $1.27 per member per year 
over the previous report. Per capita giving for congregational 
expenses went up from $15.92 per year to $17.01, a gain of 
$1.09, while for total benevolences the gain was only from 
$9.26 per capita to $9.44, or 18 cents per member per year. 

For foreign missions, the members of Canadian churches 
gave $1.68 per capita, compared with $1.63, or a gain of 
5 cents in the year. 

For details, see the tables below, presenting data com- 
piled by the Central Department of Research and Survey of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
for the Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence. 


GIVING AND INFLATION 


For the purpose of answering at least partly certain 
questions that continually arise concerning the effect of defla- 
tion and inflation on giving, a special study has been made, 
comparing the trend in total giving in 15 Protestant denom- 
inations* that have reported every year for every year since 
1921 with the trend of church membership reported in these 
15 bodies. 

A comparison of the two trends, shown graphically in 
chart one, reveals that between 1926 and 1934 the reported 
church membership increased slightly, while from 1930 to 
1934 the total giving considerably decreased. 

From 1934 to 1952 church membership gradually 
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CHART ONE 


increased, while total gifts for all purposes went up much 
more rapidly than the membership. The trends show graph- 
ically the common knowledge that there has been an infla- 
tion, particularly since 1940. 

Another way of studying the matter has been to com- 
pare the trend in per capita gifts for all purposes in these 15 
denominations with the trend in the consumer price index 
(all items) as compiled by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
for persons with moderate incomes in large cities of the 
United States. This is one of the recognized indices of the 
cost of living in the United States. It is not known, for ex- 
ample, whether the same trends apply to small cities, towns, 
and to rural areas or not, because there is no statistical index 
available for these. 

In the consumer price index, the levels of the years 


*The fifteen denominations included in the comparative study are as follows: 


Baptist: American Convention 
Baptist: Southern Convention 
Brethren: Church of the Brethren 
Congregational Christian 


Disciples of Christ 
Evangelical and Reformed 


Lutheran: United 


Evangelical United Brethren 


Methodist: Methodist Church 

Moravian: Moravian Church 
(Northern Province ) 

Presbyterian: U. S. 


Presbyterian: U.S. A. 
Presbyterian: United 
Protestant Episcopal 

Reformed in America 
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1935-39 are taken as 100. The annual per capita gifts for 
the years 1935-39, averaging $12.94, was also regarded as 
100. 

Comparison of trends is given in chart two and shows, 
for example, that per capita giving since about 1947 has 
increased at a more rapid rate than the consumer price index. 

In general, it appears that in most years sinee 1934 the 
trend of per capita giving has been in the same direction as 
the consumer price index. 

Between 1930 and 1934 per capita giving dropped more 
rapidly than the cost of living. 


SOURCES 


All figures on giving here reported are those received 
from officials of the denominations. The current report is 
the 32nd of a series, begun by the United Stewardship Counc- 
cil. The United Stewardship Council was one of the agencies 
merged in 1950 to form the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. The Joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence of the National Council is the successor to 
the United Stewardship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of 
the religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all 
bodies can only be estimated, and no estimate has been made 
during the past few years. It was estimated by F. Emerson 
Andrews of the Russell Sage Foundation in his book, Philan- 
thropic Giving, that churches in 1949 received about half of 
the total philanthropic giving in the U.S.A., almost $1,900,- 
000,000 out of a total of almost $4,000,000,000 given for 
all purposes to education, charity and religion. 


DEFINITIONS 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of 
the religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as de- 
termined by the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the work of 
the denomination reporting as may be reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters. 

Other Benevolences are-contributions for various be- 
nevolences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because only 
what is reported to denominational headquarters is included 
here. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary—anything that is for 
the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,’ 
interchangeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by 
use of the figure on membership furnished by the official 
reporting the data on giving. This official was asked to sup- 
ply a figure of membership, 13 years of age and over. In 
some instances, the reporting official reported or estimated 
membership 13 years of age and over, and in other instances, 
the figure was “inclusive” or “total membership,” larger than 
the number 13 years of age and over. 

Also, the figures on giving are gathered at a different 
time than the compilation of church membership by the 
Central Department of Research and Survey. Thus consid- 
erable confusion has resulted from publication of both sets 
of figures. Because of all of these considerations, the total 
of the membership stated by the official reporting figures on 
giving has been posted in the office records, but it is not 
published in this report. 


SOME PER CAPITA GIFTS— ALL PURPOSES 


_ The fourteen denominations reporting the highest per 
capita giving for all purposes are given, in order of rank, as 
follows: 


b 


are used 


COMPARISON OF PER CAPITA GIVING *) 
AND CONSUMERS’ PRICE INDEX 


1920 tHRrovon 195) 


(1935 -1939 = 100) 


INDEX OF PER CAPITA GIVING - “All Purposes 
@--@--@ CONSUMERS’ PRICE INDEX 


1920 1975 gen ana 9 50 a REE T1958 1940 1945 1950 
SOURCES: MONTHLY LABOR REVIEW. August 1952, p.243 
Girts oF PROTESTANT Reticious Booies, 1921-1951 15 DENOMINATIONS, sy Hany J. Myers 
Note: Per Capita data was converted into INDEX form with 1935-1939=100 


CHART TWO 

Religious Body Per Capita Gift 
tuFreesMethodistete%. 2233-000 oa $194.79 
2. Seventh Day Adventist. .......................6.. $158.00 
Su WesleyaneMethodistaerie- eee eee $142.21 
4, Brethren in COTiStes eese el seen ee $124.31 
oe,Church. of the Nazarene oe $111.76 
6. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite.... $ 92.59 
7. Friends, Ohio Yearly Meeting (Damascus) $ 88.37 
8. Orthodox, Presbyteriangeesc soars $ 87.68 
9? United Brethren:in Christos 4 eee S791 
10] Brethren: Church: ( Progressive) are. Se i2-a1 
11. Presbyterian Church in the U.S. ............ $ 66.19 
12. Reformed Church in America ................ $ 62.90 
13. Evangelical Congregational .................... $ 62.36 
14. United Evangelical Lutheran .................. $ 56.80 


The median per capita is $46.21 in the 47 denomina- 
tions reporting. 


The distribution of per capita gifts is as follows: 


less than $10 2 denominations 60-69 .......... 3 denominations 
LO=19 Geers ve 1 denomination LO =) 9 ae 2 denominations 
2.0229 see ee 4denominations 80-89 .......... 2 denominations 
30-30 tae 8 denominations 90-100 ........ 1 denomination 
40249 erie: 14 denominations 100 plus ...... 5 denominations 
50259: ers 5 denominations = ————————————————— 

Totalaee 47 denominations 


PER CAPITA GIFTS FOR BENEVOLENCES 
_ The fourteen denominations reporting the highest per 
aes gift for benevolences, in the order of rank, are as 
ollows: 


Religious Body Benevolence per capita 
1. Seventh Day Adventist ..02.......... $131.00 
2. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite 
Church peste ee ocr ol ok aie temet $ 70.18 
3.Free Methodistaer oe a ee $ 53.90 
4 Brethren iniChrist ee eee eee $ 50.39 
5. Pentecostal Fire Baptized Holiness... $ 41.04 
6. Friends, Ohio Yearly Meeting 
(Damascus) 2 at5 oh ee ote ee eae $ 39.22 
iaMennonite:Church ane ee $ 28.07 
8. Wesleyan Methodist .............00......... $227.01 
9. Brethren Church (Progressive) ........ $ 21.65 
10. General Conference Mennonite 
Church ie ee ee te $ 21.62 
11. Orthodox Presbyterian Church ........ $ 20.05 
12. Church of the Nazarene .................. $ 18.48 
13. United Brethren in Christ ................ $ 17.40 
14. Presbyterian Church in the U.S. ...... >0 16:22 


Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S. A. 
by the Dept. of Publication and Distribution 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 


Copyright 1952, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 


Total contributions from living donors for all purposes 
reported by 46 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States amounted to $1,401,114,217, a gain of 
8.9 per cent over the figure of $1,286,323,160 reported by 
the same religious bodies a year earlier. 

For local congregational expenses, 45 bodies reported 
gifts of $1,114,810,848, a gain of 7.5 per cent over the 
amount of $1,036,832,082 the previous year. 

For all benevolences, including home and foreign mis- 
sions, 46 denominations reported receipts of $286,303,369, 
compared with $249,491,078, a gain of 14.8 per cent for 
the year. 

The per capita total contribution in 46 bodies was 
$41.94 for the year, compared with $38.99 a year earlier, a 
gain of $2.95 per member, or 7.6 per cent. 

In benevolences the giving in 46 bodies was $8.57 per 
capita, compared with $7.56, an increase of 13.4 per cent, 
or $1.01 per member. 


Canadian Figures 


Six religious bodies in Canada report a higher rate of 
annual gain in congregational expenses and in total con- 
tributions, but not in benevolences, when compared with the 
46 U.S. denominations. Certain errors made in the official 
reports a year ago from one denomination in Canada have 
been corrected, and the reporting now appears to be on the 
same basis for both years. 

Total contributions reported by six bodies were $53,- 
153,108, compared with $47,466,807 a year earlier, a gain 
of 12 per cent, higher than the rate of gain in 46 U.S. bodies. 

Congregational expenses in the six bodies increased 
from $38,181,939 to $42,772,207, a gain of 12.2 per cent, 
also in excess of the rate of gain in the U.S. 

However, the rate of gain in total benevolences, includ- 
ing home and foreign missions, was lower than in U.S. — 11.2 
per cent. The contributions amounted to $10,380,896 this 
year, compared with $9,334,868 reported a year ago. 

The per capita giving in Canada was $32.18 per year 
for all contributions, an increase from $29.02 a year earlier, 
or 10.9 per cent, or $3.16 per member. Per capita giving for 
congregational expenses went up from $23.81 to $25.89, or 
$2.57 — 11 per cent. 

Total benevolences per capita increased 57 cents per 
member in the year, from $5.71 to $6.28, or 10 per cent. 


Foreign Missions 


In the category of foreign missions, 40 bodies in the 
United States reported contributions of $53,383,453, an in- 
crease of 6.4 per cent, over the $50,172,726 reported a year 
earlier by 40 denominations. Per capita giving to foreign 
missions advanced from $1.38 per year to $1.45, an increase 
of seven cents per member. 

In Canada, 5 denominations reported gifts to foreign 
missions of $2,042,148, an increase of 5.8 per cent over the 
year previous. Per capita giving to foreign missions is higher 
in Canada than in the U.S., advancing from $1.68 to the 
current $1.76, an increase of eight cents a member a year. 


A compilation 


of the latest information 


completed November, 1953 


Some Long Time Trends in 
Giving to 14 Bodies in the U.S.A. 


In Statistics of Giving, published a year ago, two 
charts were published to indicate the trends in total giving 
to 15 denominations, the trend in church membership, and a 
comparison of per capita giving and the consumer price 
index for the years 1924-51. For lack of space these cannot 
be repeated here. 

This year a number of other comparisons are made of 
the data for 14* denominations for the years 1929-51, in- 
clusive, with certain economic data for the same years. In 
these computations the figures on giving published for 1952 
have been regarded as for 1951, and so for all other years. 
The economic data are all from U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 

In all the charts the figures for 1939 =100. The year 
was chosen because a number of studies of economic indi- 
cators made by both public and private organizations are 
made with this year as a “base.” It is regarded by many as a 
year before the activities of World War II began to affect 
the economy of the United States. 


Trend in Fer Capita Giving to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Fer Capita Disposable Personal Income in the US.,/929-/95/ 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart f will be seen the trend in per capita dispos- 
able** personal income compared with the trend in per capita 
giving to 14 denominations. To the lay observer it may be 
said that the two lines have moved together. As a per cent of 
1939, per capita giving was lower than per capita disposable 
personal income from the year 1929 to about 1937; the two 
were close in 1937-40. During the war years and later, 
1941-48, per capita disposable income moved up more rap- 
idly than per capita giving. Since 1948 the trend in the 
two has been much the same. 

To give figures: Per capita disposable income in 1929 
was 126.5 per cent of 1939; in 1951 it was 272 per cent of 
1939. 

Per capita giving in 1929 was 164.9 per cent of 1939; 
in 1951 it was 272.3 per cent of 1989. 


*The fourteen denominations included in the comparative study 
are as follows: 

Baptist: American Convention Baptist: Southern Convention 
Brethren: Church of the Brethren Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ Evangelical and Reformed Evangelical 
United Brethren Lutheran: United Methodist: Methodist 
Church Presbyterian: U. S. Presbyterian: U. S. A. Presby- 
terian: United Protestant Episcopal Reformed in America 
**Personal income, minus taxes. 
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Trend in Total Contributions to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Total National /ucome of the US. 1929-/95/ 
PERCENT OF 1939 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 

In Chart II, total contributions to 14 religious bodies 
are compared with total national income of the people of 
the U.S.A., 1929-51. 

The total income of the people in 1929 was 120.4 per 
cent of 1939, while total contributions were 147.3 per cent 
of 1939. In 1951, national income was 382.7 per cent of 
1939, and total contributions were only 341.8 per cent of 
1939. 


Trend in Total Contributions to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
lotal Compensation of Employees, excluding the Military, /929-/95/ 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart III, total contributions to 14 religious bodies 
are compared with total compensation of employes in the 
United States, excluding the military. The figures on total 
contributions are, of course, the same as those in Chart II. 
Total compensation of employes was in 1929, 106.4 per cent 
of 1939; in 1951 it was 359 per cent of 1939. 

These studies are regarded as preliminary and explora- 
tory. It is hoped that they will be discussed, and that the 
discussion will result in more intensive studies in the future. 


Some Per Capita Gifts — All Purposes 


The fifteen denominations reporting this year the highest 
per capita giving for all purposes, in order of rank, follow: 


Religious Body Per Capita Gift 
leseventh-daysAdventist? cet eee $165.26 
DueWesleyan Methodist.) eae eee 149.56 
3: brethren sin, Christ-2ta40: ss 9) eee ene 120.44 
4) Church of the Nazarene....,.-34+2oe ee 117.97 
5. Orthodox Presbyterian 4.5730... eee 109.34 
6. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite.............. 97.32 
ToUnited Brethren, in) Christ tee en eee 76.76 
8. Mennonite General Conference........................ 70.75 
9. Presbyterian Church in the U.S..........0..00ccccee 68.73 

10. Lutheran Church-—Missouri Synod................: ae 66.53 
11. Reformed Church in America..............0....0:005 63.76 
12. United Evangelical Lutheran.....................00.... 56.95 
13.) United Presbyterian. Church amt.) ee 55.38 
14. Moravian Church (Northern Province)............ 52.36 
15. he: Mennonite: Churchaiss, a ee 51.24 


Per Capita Gifts for Benevolences 


The fifteen denominations reporting this year the highest per 
capita gift for benevolences, in order of rank, follow: 


Religious Body Benevolence Per Capita 
Is Seventh-day Adventista ees eee an $136.59 
2. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite... 60.97 
35) Brethren in, Ghrist29 eee ee Ad 2, 
4. Mennonite General Conference.................. 33.16 
5. Lhe Mennonite. Church eee 29.12 
Ga Wesleyan Methodistwmn eee eee OF 89 
i. Orthodox: Presbyterianu= sens seen aee PAL TAY) 
8. Church ot the Nazarene 9) eee 20.42 
9. Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod ......... 19.40 
10. Associate Reformed Presbyterian.............. 17.00 
11. Presbyterian Church in the U.S................. 16.04 
12. Reformed Church in America.................... 13.42 
13. United Presbyterian Church...................... 13:03 
14, Church of the Brethren...........................-.- 13.03 
15. Moravian Church (Northern Province)... 12.09 


Sources 


All figures on giving here reported are those received 
from officials of the denominations. The current report is the 
33rd of a series, begun by the United Stewardship Council. 
The United Stewardship Gouncil was one of the agencies 
merged in 1950 to form the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The Joint Department of 
Stewardship and Benevolence of the National Council is 
the successor to the United Stewardship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of 
the religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all 
bodies can only be estimated, and no estimate has been 
made during the past few years. 


Definitions 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of the 
religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as de- 
termined by the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the work of 
the denomination reporting as may be reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters. 

Other Benevolences are contributions for various be- 
nevolences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because only 
et is reported to denominational headquarters is included 

ere. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary — anything that is for 
the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Concerning Membership 


> 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,” are used 
interchangeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by 
use of the figure on membership furnished by the official 
reporting the data on giving. This official was asked to sup- 
ply a figure of membership, 13 years of age and over. In 
some instances, the officia] reported or estimated member- 
ship: 13 years of age and over, and in other instances, the 
figure was “inclusive” or “total membership,” larger than the 
number 13 years of age and over. 

The figures on giving are gathered at a different time 
than the annual compilation of church membership by the 
Central Department of Research and Survey, published in 
the Yearbook of American Churches. 


Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 
by the Dept. of Publication and Distribution 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 


Copyright, 1953, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


| Statistics of Giving | 


Total contributions from living donors for all purposes 
reported by 46 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States amounted to $1,401,114,217, a gain of 
8.9 per cent over the figure of $1,286,323,160 reported by 
the same religious bodies a year earlier. 

For local congregational expenses, 45 bodies reported 
gifts of $1,114,810,848, a gain of 7.5 per cent over the 
amount of $1,036,832,082 the previous year. 

For all benevolences, including home and foreign mis- 
sions, 46 denominations reported receipts of $286,303,369, 
compared with $249,491,078, a gain of 14.8 per cent for 
the year. 

The per capita total contribution in 46 bodies was 
$41.94 for the year, compared with $38.99 a year earlier, a 
gain of $2.95 per member, or 7.6 per cent. 

In benevolences the giving in 46 bodies was $8.57 per 
capita, compared with $7.56, an increase of 13.4 per cent, 
or $1.01 per member. 


Canadian Figures 


Six religious bodies in Canada report a higher rate of 
annual gain in congregational expenses and in total con- 
tributions, but not in benevolences, when compared with the 
46 U.S. denominations. Certain errors made in the official 
reports a year ago from one denomination in Canada have 
been corrected, and the reporting now appears to be on the 
same basis for both years. 

Total contributions reported by six bodies were $53,- 
153,103, compared with $47,466,807 a year earlier, a gain 
of 12 per cent, higher than the rate of gain in 46 U.S. bodies. 

Congregational expenses in the six bodies increased 
from $38,131,939 to $42,772,207, a gain of 12.2 per cent, 
also in excess of the rate of gain in the U.S. 

However, the rate of gain in total benevolences, includ- 
ing home and foreign missions, was lower than in U.S, — 11.2 
per cent. The contributions amounted to $10,380,896 this 
year, compared with $9,334,868 reported a year ago. 

The per capita giving in Canada was $32.18 per year 
for all contributions, an increase from $29.02 a year earlier, 
or 10.9 per cent, or $3.16 per member. Per capita giving for 
congregational expenses went up from $23.81 to $25.89, or 
$2.57 — 11 per cent. 

Total benevolences per capita increased 57 cents per 
member in the year, from $5.71 to $6.28, or 10 per cent. 


Foreign Missions 


In the category of foreign missions, 40 bodies in the 
United States reported contributions of $53,383,453, an in- 
crease of 6.4 per cent, over the $50,172,726 reported a year 
earlier by 40 denominations. Per capita giving to foreign 
missions advanced from $1.38 per year to $1.45, an increase 
of seven cents per member. 

In Canada, 5 denominations reported gifts to foreign 
missions of $2,042,148, an increase of 5.8 per cent over the 
year previous, Per capita giving to foreign missions is higher 
in Canada than in the U.S., advancing from $1.68 to the 
current $1.76, an increase of eight cents a member a year. 


_ A compilation | 


of the latest information 


% 


: wey 
completed November, 1953 


“ ‘ ey 


4 Some Long Time Trends in 
Giving to 14 Bodies in the U.S.A. 


In Statistics of Giving, published a year ago, two 
charts were published to iridicate..the trends in total giving 
to 15 denominations,.the,trendn church membership, and a 
comparison of per capita giving and the consumer price 
index for the years 1924-51. For lack of space these cannot 
be repeated here. 

This year a number of other comparisons are made of 
the data for 14* denominations for the years 1929-51, in- 
clusive, with certain economic data for the same years. In 
these computations the figures on giving published for 1952 
have been regarded as for 1951, and so for all other years. 
The economic data are all from U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 

In all the charts the figures for 1939 =100. The year 
was chosen because a number of studies of economic indi- 
cators made by both public and private organizations are 
made with this year as a “base.” It is regarded by many as a 
year before the activities of World War II began to affect 
the economy of the United States. 


Trend in Fer Capita Giving to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Fer Capita Disposable Personal Income in the US.,/929-195/ 


PERCENT OF /939 
400 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart § will be seen the trend in per capita dispos- 
able** personal income compared with the trend in per capita 
giving to 14 denominations. To the lay observer it may be 
said that the two lines have moved together. As a per cent of 
1939, per capita giving was lower than per capita disposable 
personal income from the year 1929 to about 1937; the two 
were close in 1937-40. During the war years and later, 
1941-48, per capita disposable income moved up more rap- 
idly than per capita giving. Since 1948 the trend in the 
two has been much the same. 

To give figures: Per capita disposable income in 1929 
was 126.5 per cent of 1939; in 1951 it was 272 per cent of 
1939. 

Per capita giving in 1929 was 164.9 per cent of 1939; 
in 1951 it was 272.8 per cent of 1939. 


*The fourteen denominations included in the comparative study 
are as follows: 

Baptist: American Convention Baptist: Southern Convention 
Brethren: Church of the Brethren Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ Evangelical and Reformed Evangelical 
United Brethren Lutheran: United Methodist: Methodist 
Church Presbyterian: U. S. Presbyterian: U. S. A. Presby- 
terian: United Protestant Episcopal Reformed in America 
**Personal income, minus taxes. 
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Trend in Total Contributions to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Total National Income of the U.S. 1929-/95/ 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart I, total contributions to 14 religious bodies 
are compared with total national income of the people of 
the U.S.A., 1929-51. 

The total income of the people in 1929 was 120.4 per 
cent of 1939, while total contributions were 147.3 per cent 
of 1939. In 1951, national income was 382.7 per cent of 
1939, and total contributions were only 341.8 per cent of 
1939. 


Trend in Total Contributions to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Total Compensation of Empl oyees, excluding the Military, 1929-/95/ 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart Hl, total contributions to 14 religious bodies 
are compared with total compensation of employes in the 
United States, excluding the military, The figures on total 
contributions are, of course, the same as those in Chart II. 
Total compensation of employes was in 1929, 106.4 per cent 
of 1939; in 1951 it was 359 per cent of 1939. 

These studies are regarded as preliminary and explora- 
tory. It is hoped that they will be discussed, and that the 
discussion will result in more intensive studies in the future. 


Some Per Capita Gifts — All Purposes 


The fifteen denominations reporting this year the highest 
per capita giving for all purposes, in order of rank, follow: 


Religious Body Per Capita Gift 
12 Seventh-day Adventist G4,0...5..5) ste $165.26 
2. Wesleyan Methodist 27.3. 42ccucud eae 149.56 
Se Brethrenving Christe ee eee 120.44 
Am Churchiofithe Nazarene eee 117.97 
5 Orthodox: Presbyterians... 109.34 
6. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite.............. 97.32 
(eeUnitedsBrethrensing © hrist ae eee 76.76 
8. Mennonite General Conference........................ OMS) 
9. Presbyterian Church in the U.S.................0.000... 68.73 
10. Lutheran Church-—Missouri Synod.................... 66.53 
11. Reformed Church in America....................000..... 63.76 
12. United Evangelical Lutheran..................0..0...... 56.95 
13. United Presbyterian Church) .........0../..c00c:-de00- 55.38 
14. Moravian Church (Northern Province )............ 52.36 
5; lhe. Mennonite Churches 2 oe 51.24 


Per Capita Gifts for Benevolences 


The fifteen denominations reporting this year the highest per 
capita gift for benevolences, in order of rank, follow: 


Religious Body Benevolence Per Capita 
1. Seventh-day Adventist ............0.ccccccscce- $136.59 
2. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite...... 60.97 
Srebrethrensi nn @hristaaa es 45.12 
4. Mennonite General Conference.................. 33.16 
5. The Mennonite Church....... SA tons & re a 29.12 
6. Wesleyan Methodist ...................0-.00ccccc0 Roe 
7. Orthodox Presbyterian oan ee 21.70 
8. Church of the Nazarene......................:000- 20.42 
9. Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod ......... 19.40 
10. Associate Reformed Presbyterian.............. 17.00 
11. Presbyterian Church in the U.S................. 16.04 
12. Reformed Church in America.................... 13.42 
13. United Presbyterian Church...................... 13.03 
14% Churehvoti the Brethren 13.03 
15. Moravian Church (Northern Province) .... 12.09 


Sources 


All figures on giving here reported are those received 
from officials of the denominations. The current report is the 
33rd of a series, begun by the United Stewardship Council. 
The United Stewardship Gouncil was one of the agencies 
merged in 1950 to form the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The Joint Department of 
Stewardship and Benevolence of the National Council is 
the successor to the United Stewardship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of 
the religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all 
bodies can only be estimated, and no estimate has been 
made during the past few years. 


Definitions 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of the 
religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as de- 
termined by the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the work of 
the denomination reporting as may be reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters. 

Other Benevolences are contributions for various be- 
nevolences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because only 
see is reported to denominational headquarters is included 

ere. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary — anything that is for 
the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Concerning Membership 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,” are used 
interchangeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by 
use of the figure on membership furnished by the official 
reporting the data on giving. This official was asked to sup- 
ply a figure of membership, 13 years of age and over. In 
some instances, the official] reported or estimated member- 
ship 18 years of age and over, and in other instances, the 
figure was “inclusive” or “total membership,” larger than the 
number 13 years of age and over. 

The figures on giving are gathered at a different time 
than the annual compilation of church membership by the 
Central Department of Research and Survey, Pe biahed in 
the Yearbook of American Churches. 


Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 
by the Dept. of Publication and Distribution 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 


Copyright, 1953, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


|} Statistics of Giving 
Ld » We: 


Total contributions from living donors for all purposes 
reported by 46 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States amounted to $1,401,114,217, a gain of 
8.9 per cent over the figure of $1,286,323,160 reported by 
the same religious bodies a year earlier. 

For local congregational expenses, 45 bodies reported 
gifts of $1,114,810,848, a gain of 7.5 per cent over the 
amount of $1,036,832,082 the previous year. 

For all benevolences, including home and foreign mis- 
sions, 46 denominations reported receipts of $286,303,369, 
compared with $249,491,078, a gain of 14.8 per cent for 
the year. 

The per capita total contribution in 46 bodies was 
$41.94 for the year, compared with $38.99 a year earlier, a 
gain of $2.95 per member, or 7.6 per cent. 

In benevolences the giving in 46 bodies was $8.57 per 
capita, compared with $7.56, an increase of 13.4 per cent, 
or $1.01 per member. 


Canadian Figures 


Six religious bodies in Canada report a higher rate of 
annual gain in congregational expenses and in total con- 
tributions, but not in benevolences, when compared with the 
46 U.S. denominations. Certain errors made in the official 
reports a year ago from one denomination in Canada have 
been corrected, and the reporting now appears to be on the 
same basis for both years. 

Total contributions reported by six bodies were $53,- 
153,103, compared with $47,466,807 a year earlier, a gain 
of 12 per cent, higher than the rate of gain in 46 U.S. bodies. 

Congregational expenses in the six bodies increased 
from $38,131,939 to $42,772,207, a gain of 12.2 per cent, 
also in excess of the rate of gain in the U.S. 

However, the rate of gain in total benevolences, includ- 
ing home and foreign missions, was lower than in U.S. — 11.2 
per cent. The contributions amounted to $10,380,896 this 
year, compared with $9,334,868 reported a year ago. 

The per capita giving in Canada was $32.18 per year 
for all contributions, an increase from $29.02 a year earlier, 
or 10.9 per cent, or $3.16 per member. Per capita giving for 
congregational expenses went up from $23.81 to $25.89, or 
$2.57 — 11 per cent. 

Total benevolences per capita increased 57 cents per 
member in the year, from $5.71 to $6.28, or 10 per cent. 


Foreign Missions 


In the category of foreign missions, 40 bodies in the 
United States reported contributions of $53,383,453, an in- 
crease of 6.4 per cent, over the $50,172,726 reported a year 
earlier by 40 denominations. Per capita giving to foreign 
missions advanced from $1.38 per year to $1.45, an increase 
of seven cents per member. 

In Canada, 5 denominations reported gifts to foreign 
missions of $2,042,148, an increase of 5.8 per cent over the 
year previous. Per capita giving to foreign missions is higher 
in Canada than in the U.S., advancing from $1.68 to the 
current $1.76, an increase of eight cents a member a year. 
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Some Long Time Trends in 
Giving to 14 Bodies in the U.S.A. 


In Statistics of Giving, published a year ago, two 
charts were published to indicate-the trends in total giving 
to 15 denominations, the trend in church membership, and a 
comparison of per capita giving and the consumer price 
index for the years 1924-51. For lack of space these cannot 
be repeated here. 

This year a number of other comparisons are made of 
the data for 14* denominations for the years 1929-51, in- 
clusive, with certain economic data for the same years. In 
these computations the figures on giving published for 1952 
have been regarded as for 1951, and so for all other years. 
The economic data are all from U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 

In all the charts the figures for 1939 =100. The year 
was chosen because a number of studies of economic indi- 
cators made by both public and private organizations are 
made with this year as a “base.” It is regarded by many as a 
year before the activities of World War II began to affect 
the economy of the United States. 


Trend in Fer Capita Giving to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Per Capita Disposable Personal Income in the US., 1929-1951 


PERCENT OF /939 
400 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart I will be seen the trend in per capita dispos- 
able** personal income compared with the trend in per capita 
giving to 14 denominations. To the lay observer it may be 
said that the two lines have moved together. As a per cent of 
1939, per capita giving was lower than per capita disposable 
personal income from the year 1929 to about 1937; the two 
were close in 1937-40. During the war years and later, 
1941-48, per capita disposable income moved up more rap- 
idly than per capita giving. Since 1948 the trend in the 
two has been much the same. 

To give figures: Per capita disposable income in 1929 
was 126.5 per cent of 1939; in 1951 it was 272 per cent of 
1939: 

Per capita giving in 1929 was 164.9 per cent of 1939; 
in 1951 it was 272.3 per cent of 1939. 


*The fourteen denominations included in the comparative study 
are as follows: 

Baptist: American Convention Baptist: Southern Convention 
Brethren: Church of the Brethren Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ | Evangelical and Reformed Evangelical 
United Brethren Lutheran: United Methodist: Methodist 
Church Presbyterian: U. S. Presbyterian: U. S. A. Presby- 
terian: United Protestant Episcopal Reformed in America 
**Personal income, minus taxes. 
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Trend in Total Contributions to /4 Religious Bodies and in 
Total National Income of the US. 1929-195] 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart Il, total contributions to 14 religious bodies 
are compared with total national income of the people of 
the U.S.A., 1929-51. 

The total income of the people in 1929 was 120.4 per 
cent of 1939, while total contributions were 147.3 per cent 
of 1939. In 1951, national income was 382.7 per cent of 
1939, and total contributions were only 341.8 per cent of 
1939. 


Trend in Total Contributions to /4 Religious Bodies andin 
Total Compensation of Employees, excluding the Military, 1929-/95/ 
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Source: For figures on giving, official reports of denominations to 
United Stewardship Council and to joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence, National Council of Churches; for economic data, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Survey of Current Business, July, 1952. 


In Chart HI, total contributions to 14 religious bodies 
are compared with total compensation of employes in the 
United States, excluding the military. The figures on total 
contributions are, of course, the same as those in Chart II. 
Total compensation of employes was in 1929, 106.4 per cent 
of 1939; in 1951 it was 359 per cent of 1939. 

These studies are regarded as preliminary and explora- 
tory. It is hoped that they will be discussed, and that the 
discussion will result in more intensive studies in the future. 


Some Per Capita Gifts — All Purposes 


The fifteen denominations reporting this year the highest 
per capita giving for all purposes, in order of rank, follow: 


Religious Body Per Capita Gift 
1, Seventh-day Adventists. ..4.. 5400 eee $165.26 
2.0 Wesleyan) Methodist (iy..a:1e. ten eee 149.56 
3) Brethren’ in Christ. eee 120.44 
4 Ghurchiof the Nazarencacaene eee ee 117.97 
5. Orthodox Presbyterians ji..00s eee 109.34 
6. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite.............. 97.32 
7,,.United Brethren in’ Ghrist;........7e ee 76.76 
8. Mennonite General Conference........................ 70.75 
9.7 Presbyterian. Church in the/U.S....23,. cee 68.73 
10. Lutheran Church-—Missouri Synod.................... 66.53 
11. Reformed Church in America........................... 63.76 
12. United Evangelical Lutheran.......................00. 56.95 
13. United Presbyterian Church....................0.0....... 55.38 
14. Moravian Church (Northern Province)............ 52.36 
154 The Mennonite: Ghurchee.. cee ee 51.24 


Per Capita Gifts for Benevolences 


The fifteen denominations reporting this year the highest per 
capita gift for benevolences, in order of rank, follow: 


Religious Body Benevolence Per Capita 


1. Seventh-day Adventist ............00..000..000000.. $136.59 
2. Conference of Evangelical Mennonite...... 60.97 
3* Brethrentins Christy ee ee ee 45.12 
4. Mennonite General Conference.................. S316 
5. Thei Mennonite. Church ee eee 29.12 
6.) Wesleyan Methodist es DTS 
Ve Orthodox Presbyterians «eee ee 21.70 
SaChurchobthe Nazarene ss ene 20.42 
9. Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod ......... 19.40 
10. Associate Reformed Presbyterian.............. 17.00 
11. Presbyterian Church in the U.S................. 16.04 
12. Reformed Church in America.................... 13.42 
13. United Presbyterian Church...................... 13.03 
14. Church of the Brethren........................0.0. 13.03 
15. Moravian Church (Northern Province) .... 12.09 
Sources 


All figures on giving here reported are those received 
from officials of the denominations. The current report is the 
33rd of a series, begun by the United Stewardship Council. 
The United Stewardship Gouncil was one of the agencies 
merged in 1950 to form the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The Joint Department of 
Stewardship and Benevolence of the National Council is 
the successor to the United Stewardship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of 
the religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all 
bodies can only be estimated, and no estimate has been 
made during the past few years. 


Definitions 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of the 
religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as de- 
termined by the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the work of 
the denomination reporting as may be reported to denomina- 
tional headquarters. 

Other Benevolences are contributions for various be- 
nevolences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because only 
what is reported to denominational headquarters is included 
here. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational 
Benevolences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to 
expenses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister's salary — anything that is for 
the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Concerning Membership 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,” are used 
interchangeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by 
use of the figure on membership furnished by the official 
reporting the data on giving. This official was asked to sup- 
ply a figure of membership, 13 years of age and over. In 
some instances, the official] reported or estimated member- 
ship 13 years of age and over, and in other instances, the 
figure was “inclusive” or “total membership,” larger than the 
number 13 years of age and over. 

The figures on giving are gathered at a different time 
than the annual compilation of church membership by the 
Central Department of Research and Survey, ane in 
the Yearbook of American Churches. 


Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 
by the Dept. of Publication and Distribution 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 


Copyright, 1953, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS of $1,537,132,309 for all purposes 
are reported by 48 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States. Of these bodies, 44 reported this year and 
a year earlier, and the gain in these Churches was 8.5 per cent. 

For local congregational expenses, 47 bodies reported this year 
$1,228,257,647. The 44 bodies reporting this year and last showed 
a gain of 8.9 per cent. 

For all benevolences, including home and foreign missions, 
48 denominations reported $308,874,662. For the 44 bodies re- 
porting this year and last, there was a gain of 6.8 per cent. 

These are the highest totals ever recorded for these bodies. 

The per member total contribution in 44 bodies was $45.36 
this year, compared with $41.92 a year earlier, a gain of 8.2 
per cent,- 

For benevolences the per member gift in 44 bodies this year 
was $9.12, compared with $8.56, a gain of 6.5 per cent over a 
year earlier. 


Canadian Church Reports 


The latest information from six religious bodies in Canada 
reveals total contributions of $56,154,126, an increase of 5.6 
per cent over those of a year earlier. 

For benevolences, the sum of $10,737,629 was reported, an 
increase of 3.4 per cent. For congregational expenses the bodies 
reported $45,416,497, a gain of 6.2 per cent. 

The per capita gift for all purposes was $33.49, an increase of 
$1.31, or over 4 per cent. For benevolences, the per capita gift 
was $6.40, only a slight increase over the $6.28 figure a year 
earlier. For congregational expenses, the per capita gift was 
$27.09, up from $25.89, or about 4.7 per cent. 


Foreign Missions 


For foreign missions, 45 bodies reported $60,087,502, and a 
per member gift of $1.57. For 44 bodies reporting both years, 
the total this year was $58,995,174, and a year earlier $53,298,- 
340. The per member gift for the 44 bodies was $1.76 this year 
and $1.60 a year ago. 

In Canada, five bodies reported a per member gift of $1.73 
this year, compared with $1.76 a year earlier for foreign missions. 


New Buildings and Other Capital Improvements 


How large a factor are contributions for new buildings and 
other capital improvements? The question cannot be answered 
precisely from current reports. However, a search of published 
reports of six bodies for 1953 indicates that various categories 
that are believed to be new buildings and other capital improve- 
ments reveal that these are equal to 35.1 per cent of all local con- 
gregational expenses. The bodies included were American Bap- 
tist; Congregational Christian; United Lutheran; Methodist; 
Presbyterian U.S.; Presbyterian U.S.A.; and Evangelical United 
Brethren. 


For details by denomination, including the latest 
fiscal years for which the figures apply, see the 
tables on the inside pages and below, presenting data 


compiled by the Central Department of Research 
and Survey of the National Council of Churches. 


*Per member figures for the 44 bodies differ slightly from the figures 


on the inside pages. 


“STATISTICS OF GIVING 
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A compilation of the latest information 

by the Joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence published November 1, 1954 
for the calendar year 1953 


TRENDS IN GIVING TO 14 BODIES 
1929-52 


This year several comparisons are made of the data on con- 
tributions reported by 14* denominations yearly, 1929-52, with 
certain economic data for the same years. In these compilations 
the figures on giving reported in 1953, for example, are regarded 
as for 1952. (They do not include the figures reported in 1954 
for fiscal years as noted in this report, below). These computa- 
tions supplement comparisons made in Statistics of Giving, pub- 
lished in 1953 and 1952. 

In all these computations**, the figure for 1939 = 100. The 
year was chosen because a number of studies of €conomic indi- 
cators made by both public and private organizations are made 
with that year as a base. It is regarded by many as the year be- 
fore World War II affected the economy of the United States. 


PERCENT OF 1939 


400 


Trend in Total 
Contributions to 
14 Religious Bodies, 
and in Total Ys 
Disposable Personal 
Income in the 
United States, 
1929-1952 


29 "34 39 "44 "49 "52 


SOURCES: Special Compilation, 1953, Dept. of Research & Survey, National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. and Survey of Current Business, July 1952 and February 1953. 


Total Contributions mus: Disposable Personal Income === 


IN CHART I will be seen the trend in total contributions to 14 
denominations compared with the trend in disposable personal 
income (total personal income minus taxes). As a percentage 
of 1939, total contributions were higher than disposable personal 
income in the years 1929-36; lower in the years 1940-48; and 
again higher in the years 1949-52. 

To give figures: total contributions in 1929 were 147.3 per 
cent of 1939, and in 1952 were 371.1 per cent of 1939. 

Disposable personal income in 1929 was 117.5 per cent of 
1939, and in 1952 was 338.8 per cent of 1939. 


*The fourteen denominations included in the comparative study are 
as follows: 


Baptist, American Convention 
Baptist, Southern Convention 
Brethren, Church of the 
Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ, 
International Convention 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Evangelical United Brethren 


Lutheran, United 

The Methodist Church 
Presbyterian, U.S. 
Presbyterian, U.S.A. 
Presbyterian, United 
Protestant Episcopal 
Reformed in America 


**Sources of all charts and computations are: Survey of Current 
Business, U.S. Department of Commerce, July, 1952, and February, 
1953; Special Compilation, 1953, Department of Research and 
Survey, National Council of Churches. 
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PERCENT OF 1939 


400 


Trend in Total 
Contributions to 
14 Religious Bodies, 
and in Total 
Personal 
Consumption 
Expenditures in 
the United States, 
1929-1952 


ve) "34 39 "44 49 EY 


SOURCES: Special Compilation, 1953, Dept. of Research & Survey, National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. and Survey of Current Business, July 1952 and February 1953 


Total Contributions m«,< Personal Consumption Expenditures <an— 


IN CHART II, the comparison is made between total contribu- 
tions and total personal consumption expenditures. Personal con- 
sumption expenditures were 116.7 per cent of 1939 in 1929, 
while contributions were, as before stated, 147.3 per cent. Con- 
tributions continued to be a higher percentage of 1939 than per- 
sonal consumption expenditures down to about 1936. In 1940, 
the position is reversed on the chart, but the two lines “ran to- 
gether” until 1948, when contributions again resumed about the 
same position in relation to personal consumption expenditures 
that obtained in 1929-34, 


PERCENT OF 1939 


400 


Trend in Total 
Contributions and 
in Per Capita 
Giving by 14 


Religious Bodies, 


1929-1952 


29 34 "39 "44 "49 "52 


SOURCE: Special Compilation, 1953, Dept. of Research & Survey, National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A 


Total Contributions —— 


Per Capita Giving === é 


IN CHART III are presented data on total contributions and on 
per capita giving. The main conclusion is that total contributions 
have since 1939 gone ahead more rapidly than per capita giving. 


Highest Per Capita Gifts—All Purposes 


The 15 denominations reporting this year the highest per member gift 
for all purposes, in order of rank, follow: 


LOC VeUtn-dayeACVENtiStS mss aee cement eee aes tome nee $173.35 
Zee WesleyanigWlethodistie: teaeiceerisece sy ee eens ater oe eee ter, 170.39 
3. Chircheotithen Nazarene senuet cee ae ern cee eee 118.33 
4 eOrthodoxd Presb gs cures se tte een ed cae 112.46 
5. Evang. Mission Covenant Church of America ............00.00+ 109.03 
6. Conf. of the Evang. Mennonite Church ............c:...cccceeeeeeee 107.78 
imenurch: of God sAnderson mind sry aes eee ee 91.65 
$7 United? Brethren) in: Ghnistem cet eee ee ee 83.37 
OBPREsbVierian ells ee sescere eet eres SEA res eedacSecee ater slomecasecie 73.99 
10" NortheAmericans BaptistnGens Cont, ee ee 73.04 
Lie RetonmediGhurcheune Americas teen re 68.57 
i2e Lutheran Church/— Missoure Synod mn a. nee tee 63.20 
133) United tPresbyterianyses: et ee ee ee ee ee sles 
14) Mennonite, GennG@ontt erect cee een nt 56.78 


15. Prestivterian) U:S0A, J. ee oe ee eee 56.49 


Per Capita Gifts for Benevolences 


The 15 denominations reporting this year the highest per member 
gift for benevolences, in order of rank, follow: 


TaiSeventh-day AGVentists ps cerr ween cece teenies se esescaseas> cn ceeweters $141:94 
2. Conf. of the Evang. Mennonite Church .............2..-.2-.0.2-000<- 67.64 
3) Wesleyan Methodistticttcensceesis set -catseeectesatesiers encevertees conceeres 3242 
4. Evang. Mission Covenant Church of America ..........::..:0+ 25.90 
SSOrthodox: Presbe ie wtocatesnes oe coearnecccee ectetesceeactneseetiacceemere 23.82 
6. Ghurch‘oftthe Nazarene eccacsrcctecceecsecerestusctis ee onteesteeeetinenes 2290) 
7 Mennonites Gens CONES aisncsseetesss ce.stcc cates teases stensccce smevacessaees 19.76 
SUN; A<Bapt. Getic, COMES. cece crore ceesceoreteseccsee ts comatencecedts 19352: 
Oa United. Brethren: in ChriStesce se ccereree ee eeren tree seas eee enone 18.10 
1OMPresbyterian [U.S ceeyecseeteto vie cosseoec acta cev nace cascaressnmnrevantias date 17.83 
lie Reformed: Ghurcheis AmeniCamecrese terete sete teers 14.65 
12% United: Presbyterian’, cee-ceattsrcccertescusnecescecccscestvesstnarertesecccenies 13.80 
18:eChurehi of God sAndersoms [nGigessesesuscessere ete eceneetereeeseeeeeee 13ts 
4" Churehvot-thesBrethrent:.eu. tee ceaesterorsseeecetcerceeeteneceees neees 12.96 
15 Protestant Le piscopal sercecctetcsce ste cte sce -etresrerec eesonencea vert cieeroeeer 12.92 
Sources 


All figures on giving here reported are those received from 
officials of the denominations. The current report is the 34th of 
a series, begun by the United Stewardship Council. The United 
Stewardship Council was one of the agencies merged in 1950 to 
form the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. The Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
of the National Council is the successor to the United Steward- 
ship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of the 
religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all bodies 
can only be estimated, and no estimate has been made during the 
past few years. 


Definitions 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of the 
religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living donors 
to the benevolent budget of the denomination as determined by 
the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget Benevo- 
lences and such other contributions for the work of the denom- 
ination reporting as may be reported to denominational head- 
quarters. 

Other Benevolences are contributions for various benevolences 
not in the denominational list, and includes only a small part 
of what is actually contributed, because only what is reported to 
denominational headquarters is included here. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational Benevo- 
lences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to expenses 
of the local parish or church, including building funds, repairs, 
fuel, minister’s salary—anything that is for the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence and Con- 
gregational Expenses. 


Concerning Membership 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,” are used inter- 
changeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by use 
of the figure on membership furnished by the official reporting 
the data on giving. This official was asked to supply a figure of 
membership, 13 years of age and over. In some instances, the 
official reported or estimated membership 13 years of age and 
over, and in other instances, the figure was “inclusive” or “total 
membership,” larger than the number 13 years of age and over. 

The figures on giving are gathered at a different time than the 
annual compilation of church membership by the Central De- 
partment of Research and Survey, published in the Yearbook of 
American Churches. 


Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 
by the P & D Department 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 
Copyright 1954, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS of $1,537,132,309 for all purposes 
are reported by 48 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
in the United States. Of these bodies, 44 reported this year and 
a year earlier, and the gain in these Churches was 8.5 per cent. 

For local congregational expenses, 47 bodies reported this year 
$1,228,257,647. The 44 bodies reporting this year and last showed 
a gain of 8.9 per cent. 

For all benevolences, including home and foreign missions, 
48 denominations reported $308,874,662. For the 44 bodies re- 
porting this year and last, there was a gain of 6.8 per cent. 

These are the highest totals ever recorded for these bodies. 

The per member total contribution in 44 bodies was $45.36 
this year, compared with $41.92 a year earlier, a gain of 8.2 
jr Gane 

For benevolences the per member gift in 44 bodies this year 
was $9.12, compared with $8.56, a gain of 6.5 per cent over a 
year earlier. 


Canadian Church Reports 


The latest information from six religious bodies in Canada 
reveals total contributions of $56,154,126, an increase of 5.6 
per cent over those of a year earlier. 

For benevolences, the sum of $10,737,629 was reported, an 
increase of 3.4 per cent. For congregational expenses the bodies 
reported $45,416,497, a gain of 6.2 per cent. 

The per capita gift for all purposes was $33.49, an increase of 
$1.31, or over 4 per cent. For benevolences, the per capita gift 
was $6.40, only a slight increase over the $6.28 figure a year 
earlier. For congregational expenses, the per capita gift was 
$27.09, up from $25.89, or about 4.7 per cent. 


Foreign Missions 


For foreign missions, 45 bodies reported $60,087,502, and a 
per member gift of $1.57. For 44 bodies reporting both years, 
the total this year was $58,995,174, and a year earlier $53,298,- 
340. The per member gift for the 44 bodies was $1.76 this year 
and $1.60 a year ago. 

In Canada, five bodies reported a per member gift of $1.73 
this year, compared with $1.76 a year earlier for foreign missions. 


New Buildings and Other Capital Improvements 


How large a factor are contributions for new buildings and 
other capital improvements? The question cannot be answered 
precisely from current reports. However, a search of published 
reports of six bodies for 1953 indicates that various categories 
that are believed to be new buildings and other capital improve- 
ments reveal that these are equal to 35.1 per cent of all local con- 
gregational expenses. The bodies included were American Bap- 
tist; Congregational Christian; United Lutheran; Methodist; 
Presbyterian U.S.; Presbyterian U.S.A.; and Evangelical United 
Brethren. 


For details by denomination, including the latest 
fiscal years for which the figures apply, see the 
tables on the inside pages and below, presenting data 


compiled by the Central Department of Research 
and Survey of the National Council of Churches. 


*Per member figures for the 44 bodies differ slightly from the figures 
on the inside pages. 


Neea usa 
A compilation of the latest information 
by the Joint Department of Stewardship 
and Benevolence published November 1, 1954 
for the calendar year 1953 ra 


Z 
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TRENDS IN GIVING TO 14 BODIES 
1929-52 


This year several comparisons are made of the data on con- 
tributions reported by 14* denominations yearly, 1929-52, with 
certain economic data for the same years. In these compilations 
the figures on giving reported in 1953, for example, are regarded 
as for 1952. (They do not include the figures reported in 1954 
for fiscal years as noted in this report, below). These computa- 
tions supplement comparisons made in Statistics of Giving, pub- 
lished in 1953 and 1952. 
year was chosen because a number of studies of economic indi- 
cators made by both public and private organizations are made 
with that year as a base. It is regarded by many as the year be- 
fore World War II affected the economy of the United States. 


PERCENT OF 1939 


400 


Trend in Total 
Contributions to 
14 Religious Bodies, 
and in Total 
Disposable Personal 
Income in the 
United States, 
1929-1952 


29 "34 39 "44 "49 “Ly! 


SOURCES: Special Compilation, 1953, Dept. of Research & Survey, National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. and Survey of Current Business, July 1952 and February 1953. 


Total Contributions sme—-7 Disposable Personal Income === 


IN CHART I will be seen the trend in total contributions to 14 
denominations compared with the trend in disposable personal 
income (total personal income minus taxes). As a percentage 
of 1939, total contributions were higher than disposable personal 
income in the years 1929-36; lower in the years 1940-48; and 
again higher in the years 1949-52. 

To give figures: total contributions in 1929 were 147.3 per 
cent of 1939, and in 1952 were 371.1 per cent of 1939. 

Disposable personal income in 1929 was 117.5 per cent of 
1939, and in 1952 was 338.8 per cent of 1939. 


*The fourteen denominations included in the comparative study are 
as follows: 


Baptist, American Convention 
Baptist, Southern Convention 
Brethren, Church of the 
Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ, 
International Convention 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Evangelical United Brethren 


Lutheran, United 

The Methodist Church 
Presbyterian, U.S. 
Presbyterian, U.S.A. 
Presbyterian, United 
Protestant Episcopal 
Reformed in America 


**Sources of all charts and computations are: Survey of Current 
Business, U.S. Department of Commerce, July, 1952, and February, 
1953; Special Compilation, 1953, Department of Research and 
Survey, National Council of Churches. 
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PERCENT OF 1939 


400 


Trend in Total 

Contributions to 
14 Religious Bodies, 
and in Total 
300 Personal 

Consumption 
Expenditures in 
the United States, 

1929-1952 


29 "34 "39 44 49 Ay 


SOURCES: Special Compilation, 1953, Dept. of Research & Survey, National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. and Survey of Current Business, July 1952 and February 1953. 


Total Contributions sme-«»~. Personal Consumption Expenditures are» 


IN CHART II, the comparison is made between total contribu- 
tions and total personal consumption expenditures. Personal con- 
sumption expenditures were 116.7 per cent of 1939 in 1929, 
while contributions were, as before stated, 147.3 per cent. Con- 
tributions continued to be a higher percentage of 1939 than per- 
sonal consumption expenditures down to about 1936. In 1940, 
the position is reversed on the chart, but the two lines “ran to- 
gether” until 1948, when contributions again resumed about the 
same position in relation to personal consumption expenditures 
that obtained in 1929-34. 
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Giving by 14 
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SOURCE: Special Compilation, 1953, Dept. of Research & Survey, National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A 


Total Contributions —-—— Per Capita Giving == 


IN CHART III are presented data on total contributions and on 
per capita giving. The main conclusion is that total contributions 
have since 1939 gone ahead more rapidly than per capita giving. 


Highest Per Capita Gifts—All Purposes 


The 15 denominations reporting this year the highest per member gift 
for all purposes, in order of rank, follow: 


1, Seventh-dayeAdventistSs coi ee tee te eee ee $173.35 
23, Wesleyans Methodist 2 ciceictcssitectesses te aaee cues wets coceeutcseaes 170.39 
3.° Church’ of the #Nazarene\ sates oocelesscceen hci teat tee eeeeee 118.33 
AS Orthodox, PIeSb i. .ic-sssenoss0sse usage sWaseeeesess tans tes ae bee estates 112.46 
5. Evang. Mission Covenant Church of America ...............000+ 109.03 
6. Conf. of the Evang. Mennonite Church .............::scscccseeseeee 107.78 
ieChurchiot God sAndersony Indy ese toon eer nents 91.65 
82) Unitede Brethren in Ghristin.a...s ss eee eter eee 83.37 
Os Presbyterian’ U.S eee ot eee erect ner eeteec cree ce eens eee teneete 73.99 
10) NorheAmerican® Baptist, Geny Cont... saccencce cee eee 73.04 
1 eReformed, Church: ing AMerCa wt etycttc se tree csesenecen rere cde 68.57 
i eutheran Church —sMissourisy Odi .ccwewee ee oeeer ae cates. 63.20 
L3-Wnited YPresby tenian syn, cee eee oe ae ee STs) 
14. Mennonite iGen Cont sete. cet er attesce tea eee 56.78 


15.¢Presbyterian (U:SiAsa eer ee eo eee 56.49 


{ 


Per Capita Gifts for Benevolences 


The 15 denominations reporting this year the highest per member 
gift for benevolences, in order of rank, follow: : 


Ly Seventh-day Adventists meme cssescessecsccrsnet uaesctees es-aeneneeeseness $141:94 
2. Conf. of the Evang. Mennonite Church ...................::.c000000 67.64 
325 Wesleyan, Method iste ercmccscccetasteeetatzerssechcotaascessseersaenssevanves 3242 
4. Evang. Mission Covenant Church of America ...............0++ 25.90 
5. Orthodox Presb eerste eee ocr eee sees tee ae cece acasusmeey ats e er aneeraaends 23.82 
62, Church “ofi the sNazareneicc sconces cre erawene teed aes ie arceestesccaans 22.20 
7, Mennonites Gens Contam sneer esate serstamed: een snece ceneeraceracsns 19.76 
SNA BaptinGenn Comtaerccesnesccecrsa atte seenccu seamen toaenscnear es 19.52 
9% United. Brethren int @hristecen. eects tecet woes caece reas eens 18.10 
10 Presbyterian WU!:S ase re tees renee ete ese cine te cna ceeee ence stea 17.83 
11) Reformed" Church inAmericagee-rccte cess eee ec rrees 14.65 
12.4 United Presbyterian ease tceseececcrecesentceease eres once nancee conncaeeers 13.80 
13.7 Church) of God, Andersons Lindaiseecsccaceeteseescecrseretereen eee 13a 
14) Ghurch ofthe Brethrentessnssctecccseseestesecceeee cee reaccn eeereseers 12.96 
152PProtestant/ Episcopal! ii ceccccesiescortassetecvoeeastase-nenenreetrcagstases 12.92 
Sources 


All figures on giving here reported are those received from 
officials of the denominations. The current report is the 34th of 
a series, begun by the United Stewardship Council. The United 
Stewardship Council was one of the agencies merged in 1950 to 
form the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. The Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
of the National Council is the successor to the United Steward- 
ship Council. 

The reports here presented are from only a portion of the 
religious bodies in the United States. Total giving to all bodies 
can only be estimated, and no estimate has been made during the 
past few years. 


Definitions 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of the 
religious bodies reporting. 

Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living donors 
to the benevolent budget of the denomination as determined by 
the proper authority. 

Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget Benevo- 
lences and such other contributions for the work of the denom- 
ination reporting as may be reported to denominational head- 
quarters. 

Other Benevolences are contributions for various benevolences 
not in the denominational list, and includes only a small part 
of what is actually contributed, because only what is reported to 
denominational headquarters is included here. 

Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational Benevo- 
lences and Other Benevolences. 

Congregational Expenses includes contributions to expenses 
of the local parish or church, including building funds, repairs, 
fuel, minister’s salary—anything that is for the local church. 

Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence and Con- 
gregational Expenses. 


Concerning Membership 


The terms, “per capita” and “per member,” are used inter- 
changeably in this publication. 

The per member gifts here published are computed by use 
of the figure on membership furnished by the official reporting 
the data on giving. This official was asked to supply a figure of 
membership, 13 years of age and over. In some instances, the 
official reported or estimated membership 13 years of age and 
over, and in other instances, the figure was “inclusive” or “total 
membership,” larger than the number 13 years of age and over. 

The figures on giving are gathered at a different time than the 
annual compilation of church membership by the Central De- 
partment of Research and Survey, published in the Yearbook of 
American Churches. 


Published and Distributed for 
Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A. 
by the P & D Department 
120 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Price 10 cents each, $7.50 per hundred. 
Copyright 1954, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


